PRIMITIVE EMOTIONS AND THE FAMILY
as it is certainly the most startling of Freud's discoveries in
this field) there is shown to be no clear cut difference between
the nature of this early filio-parental affection and that of the
later loves of adolescent and adult life. The sexual aspect,
which imparts the characteristic and peculiar quality to the
most powerful affections of maturity, is found to be present
also, in a rudimentary form, in the loves of childhood and of
infancy and to exert an important influence upon the earliest
of all attachments—that of the child towards its parents. These
strong emotional forces concerned in the love of children to
parents—and particularly the sexual or quasi-sexual elements
of these forces—were found, moreover, not only to be of the
greatest importance for the normal emotional development of
the individual, but also to play a leading part among the
factors determining the causation and nature of the neuroses.
In this last conception regarding the continuity of the
young child's love of its parents with the sexual emotions of
later life we are brought face to face with one of the most
striking and characteristic features of Freud's work. The mere
idea of such incestuous or quasi-incestuous feelings and
tendencies as are here indicated provokes astonishment, re-
pugnance and incredulity. The arousal of an attitude antagonistic
to the reception of such views—even though such an attitude
be inevitable and invariable—must not however, be regarded
as constituting in itself a disproof of the existence of the
feelings and tendencies in question. Such an attitude is, on the
contrary, only what is to be expected if Freud's theory of the
matter be correct. According to Freud's general conception of
mental development tendencies which—like these—are more or
less openly irreconcilable with prevalent moral sentiments and
traditions, become in the course of time (as we shall see more
fully later) opposed by other powerful forces of the mind; which
dispute with them the right of expression in thought or deed
and which eventually tend to refuse them admission to
consciousness at all. This action of opposing forces with regard
to the more primitive aspects of the mind is termed Repression
and so far as it manifests itself in consciousness finds its most Repression
usual expression in the emotions of disgust, anger and fear.
As a result of this repression (which is of course only a
particular instance of the more general process already well

